Diagnosis
Melanoma in situ arising in a seborrheic keratosis
Answer and explanation
Although previously reported, the presence of a malignant melanoma within a seborrheic keratosis is extremely rare [1, 2] . Seborrheic keratoses are common non-melanocytic epidermal tumors that are usually well recognized clinically.
Despite this, an accurate diagnosis may be troublesome at times. Dermoscopy is a non-invasive method and diagnostic aid and should be performed in all lesions [3] .
In addition to melanocytic nevi, malignant neoplasms arising within or adjacent to seborrheic keratoses have been previously documented [1, 2, [4] [5] [6] [7] . Cascajo et al performed a retrospective analysis of 54 malignant neoplasms in conjunction with seborrheic keratoses, most of them corresponding to basal cell carcinomas, followed in number by squamous cell carcinomas and two malignant melanomas [1] . In addition to the cases reported by Cascajo et al, a handful of cases of melanoma arising in seborrheic keratoses have been reported in the literature [2, [4] [5] [6] [7] . This association is believed to be more than a simple coincidental collision between tumors, and the term compound tumor is proposed as the most appropriate appellation [1, 2] . A possible explanation is that neoplasms may derive from the different cells that compose seborrheic keratoses: basal cell carcinoma from the predominant basaloid cells, squamous cell carcinoma from the pale eosinophilic spinous cells and malignant melanoma from the melanocytes admixed among the keratinocytes [1] . Based on previous findings, DeFazio et al postulated that the association of nevus and melanoma with seborrheic keratosis might be due 
